
 

 
Page | 1 

 

 

Contact Toni Murphy 
Telephone 02 9319 5090 

Email education@redroomcompany.org 
Website www.redroomcompany.org 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 29, 2015 

INSPIRING POETS AT FARMBOROUGH ROAD PUBLIC SCHOOL 

The Red Room Company will be running poetry workshops at the local public school. 

Sydney, NSW, May 29, 2015– The Red Room Company and contemporary poet, Eileen Chong will be 

running 2 days of workshops over 15-16 June at Farmborough Road Public School.  

Students at Farmborough Road Public School will discover new poetic possibilities on 15-16 June as 

celebrated poet Eileen Chong leads them in poetry writing activities. Eileen will introduce students from 

as young as Kindergarten to the wonders of poetry and guide students in years 3-6 in writing poems for 

The Red Room Company’s national poetry writing competition, Red Room Poetry Object 2015.  

The Red Room Company’s Education Manager, Toni Murphy says, “There is a deep level of engagement 

and inspiration that comes from students having a poet live in their own classroom and we’re thrilled 

that Farmborough Road Public School is giving this opportunity to students across the whole school 

community. The workshops are sure to inspire some wonderful poetry and we’re very much looking 

forward to reading and publishing the student poems.” 

http://www.redroomcompany.org/
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The Red Room Company has had many successful collaborations with schools in the Illawarra and this is 

their first visit to Farmborough Road Public School. All student poems will be published on The Red 

Room Company’s website as part of Red Room Poetry Object 2015. 

Red Room Poetry Object is a free poetry-writing competition that invites young writers in years 3-10 and 

their teachers to write poems inspired by objects that are special to them — past objects include a cast, 

a turban, an origami dragon, and flamenco shoes. One student even wrote about her shadow! 

"We have really loved the experience! From the kids who love reading and saw this as 

a natural extension to those who never-in-a-million-years wanted to do poetry (but 

now see it as doable and cool!) it was a great experience.” - Grant Williams, Albuera 

Street Primary School, TAS 

The Red Room Company’s Poetry Education Program sends contemporary Australian poets into schools 

to teach poetry and inspire expression in surprising and imaginative contexts, while supporting creative 

opportunities and curriculum outcomes. 

Eileen Chong is a Sydney-based poet who was born in Singapore. In 2010 she won the Poets Union 

Youth Fellowship and was the Australian Poetry Fellow for 2011-2012. Her first collection of poems, 

Burning Rice, was published in the New Voices Series 2012 by Australian Poetry. The book was highly 

commended in the Anne Elder Award 2012 and was shortlisted for the Prime Minister's Literary Awards 

2013. Her latest collection, Peony, was published by Pitt Street Poetry in 2014. 

The Red Room Company is a not-for-profit organization that creates unusual and useful poetry projects 

to transform expectations of, and experiences with, poetry. We aspire to make poetry accessible to all, 

especially those who face the greatest barriers to creative opportunities. The Poetry Education Program 

has been running since 2007. 

# # # 

Red Room Education Website: www.redroomcompany.org/education 

Farmborough Road Public School Project Page: 

http://redroomcompany.org/education/projects/farmborough-road-public-school/ 

For more information, please contact Toni Murphy at 02 9319 5090 or email 

education@redroomcompany.org 

http://www.redroomcompany.org/education
http://redroomcompany.org/education/projects/farmborough-road-public-school/

