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'Let's talk Death. Can't we be friends?' - Dorothy Porter ﬂ

Welcome to
The Red Room b
Occasional

RooM - digging up lost volumes for our Rhyming The
coMPANY Dead radio series, writing a review or two and ‘

Since we last landed in your inbox, we've been

running workshops across the country. We've
discovered that we cannot live on bread alone,
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Rhyming The Dead

'Emotions are not Hawaiian shirts’ but
the occasion calls for one, desire
skating out to merge
with the infinite
~ from ‘Damaged Glamour’ by Aden Rolfe

Rhyming The Dead is our radio series Aden's reflection with John Forbes ‘
commissioning 10 Australian poets to also kick-starts our Rhyming The Dead

explore difficult questions of Death and its Blog Series.

shadows.

Ode to Tropical Poetry

Each poet has created new poems inspired

by the dead poet of their choosing. ...For me it happened without my
knowing. Forbes crept into my work

Episodes air nationally in October, but you through other poets. So much so that
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can get an early earful via our video with
poets Fiona Britton and Aden Rolfe.

by the time | came to read his work it
seemed deeply familiar. | found in his
poems lines from my own; or rather, |
found reflected a handful of almost-
Forbesisms that’d taken root in my
work... Without having read Forbes,
this kind of osmosis was (presumably)
able to occur because of the influence
he’d had on.... Read more »

Read Producer Maisie's reflection »

watch the video | find out more

Poetry Call Out: The Disappearing 2.0

Disappearing in this traffic down the highway of my ignorance.

Marrickville the limit of my inner westy roads.

~ from ‘Reappearing’ by Tim Sinclair

It's not all falafel and pho, right? The Red
Room Company and WestWords are
commissioning 10 poets to create new
works about disappearing places and
spaces in Western Sydney.

Expanding the poetic map we started
with The Disappearing app, in 2016,
we're launching The Disappearing

2.0 with new content inspired by Western
Sydney and regional NSW.

So if you (or someone you know)
wants to map memories, spaces, and
secrets about Western Sydney - and get
paid for it, find out how to submit »

' THE DISAPPEARIN
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Western Sydney-based Poet Call Out

As well as tracing transformations in
Western Sydney, we’re also road-tripping
around regional NSW, commissioning new
works by Anita Heiss, John Muk Muk
Burke, Joel Ephraims, Elizabeth Hodgson,
Jeanine Leane and Berndt Sellheim.

And to round out the tour we’re inviting
poets with previously published works about
disappearing places in regional NSW to
submit their poems. Republication fee is $60
per poem. Got questions?

The Disappearing | submit your poem | forward to a friend
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Red Room Poetry Object

2015 competition ends this term!

The memories of strangers,
of mud and wetlands
~ from ‘A Stone of Memories’ by Ansar, Year 8
‘ Poetry Object workshops at Casula Powerhouse

Red Room Poetry Object (our free
writing competition for years 3-10) has
had submissions pouring in from every
state and territory and a few of our
friends across the Tasman.

Red Room Poetry Object - Eileen Chong: Face Washer

The competition closes at the end of
Term 3 (18th September) so make

sure you register your school and
Eileen Chong is a Sydney poet who was download our free teaching

born in Singapore. In 2010, she won the

resource.
Poets Union Youth Fellowship and was the
Australian Poetry Fellow for 2011-2012. To inspire your own poetry, here's the
Her first collection of poems, Burning Rice latest Poetry Object video, which
was published... Read more » shines a light on Eileen Chong's
talisman.

more information | sign up for our Education Newsletter | read student poems

Poetry for Self-Healing

Advice from Luka Lesson

We recently caught up with Counterpoint poet, Luka Lesson, who shared some of his own
humble advice for writing through tough times. Here are his 7 tips to stay healthy while writing.

1. Know when your writing is functioning as catharsis (cleansing) and when it is just re-
ingraining your painful experience. There is a thin line - it is very important to know when to
stop and write a new, better story for yourself... Read more »
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