
On November 26th, Red Room celebrated the finale of 
the two-month, national Sea Things project with a cruisy 
evening party held at the Royal Australian Naval Sailing 
Association in Rushcutters Bay, Sydney.

Framed by a harbour sunset and the sound of waves 
lapping the club ramp, the night screened a ten-minute 
documentary of the project’s conclusion on Thursday 
Island, alongside readings from the commissioned poets 
who had flown in for the occasion from Darwin, Hobart 
and Melbourne. Michael West from the Metropolitan 
Aboriginal Land Council gave a stirring Welcome to 
Country, followed by the project’s Skipper, David Jordan, 
who spoke about his significant experience at sea and as 
a part of the Sea Things team.

Thanks to those who supported the event’s production: 
Jim Bennett, Janet and all at RANSA, Libby Davidson 
and Lion Nathan, Michael West and the MALC, 2SER, 
Soundbase Productions, and our event assistants Memo 
and Tamara.

Enjoy the Sea Things documentary and audio recordings 
of the commissioned poets documentary – online now! 
Audio recordings of the commissioned poets coming 
soon in January!

…AND CRUISES ON
The afterglow of Sea Things will linger throughout 2010 
as the national maritime poetry collection tours selected 
Australian maritime museums. On Boxing Day, the 
collection will travel in the Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race 
onboard the Navy yacht, “Adventure”. Upon arrival, it will 
be prepared for exhibition at the Maritime Museum of 
Tasmania from January to April, followed by the Mission 
for Seafarers in Melbourne’s Docklands from May. An 
educational exhibition of the collection will also feature 
at the National Maritime Museum in Sydney’s Darling 
Harbour, and Queensland Maritime Museum in Brisbane.
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dawn hum of insects
a windgust unscarves the gulls
from a blackened log

(Mark Miller, Port Kembla, “Sea Things Haiku”)

“EXTRA” SECTION 
POEMS MAKE BETTER SUNDAYS, SAYS 
POETRY COMPANY
On December 20th, The Sun Herald featured the 
first of a series of Red Room poems, printed in its 
Extra section. These poems, selected from the  
Red Room archive, will appear in the paper through 
December and January. Let the editor know how 
much you love poetry with your short black!



BIG DESIGNS ON THE NEW YEAR 
 
Red Room has teamed up with Sydney based design firm Boccalatte to produce its 2010 program and publicity 
materials. Our first collaboration was a combined season’s drinks downstairs at the Red Room headquarters on 
December 12th. Next up, designers Lisa Torrance and Suzanne Boccalatte are working with Red Room to produce 
an Avant Card campaign for Papercuts, to be released nationally to high schools in January.  

DO YOU WANT TO WORK IN THE RED ROOM?
Red Room is currently advertising two contracted roles to begin at our Redfern office in February. We are seeking a 
Copywriter, Editor & Grant Writer for a one day per week role; and an Education Officer for a two day per week role. 
Both roles will be contracted for one year with the possibility to be ongoing. For a role description and applicant 
guidelines for either of these positions, please contact Johanna Featherstone at johanna@redroomcompany.org

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS
…to Michelle Moore of Cyan Loves Magenta, who produced a unique and playful set of designs for our 2009 
projects, a gorgeous new website design, and a healthy baby boy in late November.  
…to the Red Room Board, for their great support and guidance of Red Room’s growth in 2009.
…to those who have donated to the 2010 program, for your foresight and generosity. We hope others will be 
equally as excited by our forthcoming projects.
…to all our subscribers, supporters and partners in 2009, we extend our warmest thanks for your belief in  
Red Room, and hope you will continue to be a part of the Red Room family in the New Year. It has been a landmark 
year for the organisation, including a program of whopping logistical scale, the raising of our profile in local, national 
and international media, and the extension of our reach to regional and remote communities and audiences. 

Our office remains open through to New Years’ Eve, manned by Tamryn and Bonny as Johanna travels to 
Berlin.  We will be taking a short break from January 1st-9th, after which Johanna and Tamryn will be back  
in the ‘Room.

From the Red Room team, a safe and loving summertime,  
and an inspired New Year!

TWENTY TEN 
Red Room has planned a refined but robust 
program of projects for the New Year, 
beginning with a reading at the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music’s Open Day in 
March. This event will launch the project CBD 
Clubs & Socs, a poetic key to private clubs, 
societies and associations in Sydney’s CBD. 
We are currently seeking funding support to 
realise the project’s vision, in which major 
buildings will host poets in residence who will 
create a new work from the rituals, vernacular 
and membership of this city’s urban guilds 
and departments. The final results will be 
revealed at the Sydney Writers’ Festival  
in May. 

Papercuts, our poetry education program 
for secondary schools, will be launched 
nationally next year, with the aim of taking an 
annual regional focus as the program moves 
across the country to more remote schools 
and involving Red Room poets beyond the 
east coast. In 2010, our focus will be on 
developing support, profile and resources  

in Queensland; as well as working with 
schools in Perth, greater Sydney and Victoaia. 
We are currently discussing Papercuts as an 
artist in residence program with the federal 
government and seeking support for the 
program’s expansion over the next three to 
five years. 

Vending Machine Poems will form our national 
project for the year, as we seek partners in 
the food and beverage vendor industry to 
distribute poetry in free and sustainable forms 
at mundane sites around the country, such  
as cinemas, office lobbies, tuckshops and 
train stations. 

Our program will also feature an ongoing 
dynamic partnership with designers Corban & 
Blair, including the release of the collaborative 
card set, Poems To Share, after Christmas. 
Our work with the Museum of Contemporary 
Art will also continue, as well as new projects 
with ABC Radio National, Cockatoo Island 
and more initiatives to be announced!
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